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At first, plans for this year’s festival seemed slow to get off the mark. Had we lost our rhythm? Stuck in a box? Rust on our shoes? 
No, in fact, major changes and new directions were waiting in the wings to be discovered.
     As the theme for this year’s festival began to evolve, we put our imaginations to work after agreeing: “Let’s create some exciting,
new performances, presentations and opportunities that we hadn’t thought of before!” 
 

    

Vancouver Tap Dance Society proudly presents...

Vancouver International Tap Festival 2011

Hotel Accommodations
Rate:               $139.00-2 Queen beds (4 occupants)
Code: Vancouver International Tap Festival 
Hotel Toll Free: 800-663-9151 (Canada & US)
Holiday Inn: 800-HOLIDAY (toll free)
Phone:  (604) 623–6866 
Fax:        (604) 684–4736
E-Mail:           reservations@hivancouverdowntown.com

Hotel is located 1 block from the Scotiabank Dance Centre
where the classes are held. Limited block of rooms guaranteed
to August 1, 2011. Location: 1110 Howe Street, Vancouver, BC
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T ap superstar Jason Samuels Smith and his company A.C.G.I. (Anybody Can Get It) are bringing a dynamic
performance to our festival, Friday, Sept 2. The company will showcase Samuels Smith’s intricate rhythms and original
style, while also featuring talented tap soloists: Chloe Arnold, Lee Howard, Sarah Reich and Melinda Sullivan. 

      Making his inaugural visit to our festival, Jakari Sherman, AD, Step Afrika, joins us sharing his unique stepping experience
showcasing his innovative and challenging choreography.

We continue to showcase our tap community’s bright young stars, from Tap Con Sabor, TapCo and NCYTE Sept. 3. They
will join forces and combine their talent and energy in creating a night of tap that no one will forget. 

Get out your finest festive attire. We’re going back to the ‘50s, the beloved Supper Club Era. Join us in paying homage to
the masters who danced at the legendary Cave Supper Club.
We will toast a truly magical bygone era Sept. 4 featuring Danny 
Nielsen, Travis Knights and Matty Shields, with Jamie Ausmus
and Barbara Vargas. Completing this evening, Terry Brock with 
Troy McLaughlin will present her personal journey and amazing 
connection to Eleanor Powell, who also thrilled Cave audiences. 

There are some things we don’t ever want to change. Among
them is Lady Di, Dianne Walker, presenting her invaluable
residency and she hosts our special evening at the Waldorf.

I am really excited about this year’s festival; it includes some
new layers and ideas, even a new location. We are going
downtown; classes will be presented in one venue at the large
airy studios of the Scotiabank Dance Centre, 677 Davie Street. 











ACGI (Anybody Can Get It)
Friday, September 2, 2011 8:00 pm
Vancouver Playhouse Theatre

This year Tap superstar Jason Samuels
Smith and his renowned company
A.C.G.I. (Anybody Can Get It) are
bringing a dynamic presentation to 
Vancouver, a special performance at
our growing international festival. 

Accompanied by superlative live 
music, the company’s performance will
showcase Samuels Smith’s intricate rhythms and
original style, while also featuring a
troupe of talented Tap soloists: Chloe
Arnold, Lee Howard, Sarah Reich 

and Melinda Sullivan 
in an imaginatively 
choreographed frenzy of
movement and sound.  

Samuels Smith’s own
personal Tap style has been
most influenced by the late
great Gregory Hines. How-
ever, his rhythmic choices
and charisma are
truly his own, 
including an intense
connection to Jason’s
interest in and

passion for Jazz. 
As a result, we also 

welcome gifted pianist and
Musical Director Theo Hill,
who will be part of this world-
class performance, which we are very pleased to 
present in our city. 
Tix: Adult: $48    
Senior (65+) $46    Youth (18 yrs) $38
Vancouver Playhouse Theatre 
(Hamilton & Dunsmuir)

TAP TRILOGY
Saturday, September 3, 2011-8:00 pm
Norman Rothstein Theatre
More than 30 of North America’s rising young stars take the stage in this
totally unique and special one-t ime fes t iva l  presentation, an
unprecedented collaboration of amazing talent. 

We have the luxury of fusing the artistic lenses of Gene Medler, Danny
Nielsen and Sarah Reich, whose combined experience and expertise
provides a spectacular backdrop to showcase the finest young talent today.

The evening combines the cutting edge of Tap Con Sabor, from LA, with
the internationally acclaimed North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble and
Vancouver’s pride – TapCo.
Tix: Adult $28 Senior (65+) $25 Youth (18 yrs) $22 
Norman Rothstein Theatre
950 W. 41st Avenue (at Oak)

ACGI & TRILOGY TICKETS - reserved seating
www.vantapdance.com (604 253 0293)

or www.vancouvertix.com (604 629 VTIX (8849)) 
or with festival registrations

A NIGHT AT THE WALDORF 
A Vancouver Tap Ensemble presen-
tation with guest artist Terry Brock
and host Dianne Walker, our de-
lightful mistress of ceremonies.
Two 30 minute acts: “Ellie &
Me” & “Back in the Day”Sun-
day, September 4, 2011. Two
seatings: 7:00 (7:30 show) and

9:00 (9:30 show). 1489 East
Hastings Street, Vancouver.

Cash bar; FESTIVE ATTIRE PLEASE!
(No Minors)

The muse for this very special evening
performance is “The Cave.” 

Renowned as one of the most legendary
and upscale venues in Vancouver entertainment
history, it opened in 1937 and thrived f o r
d e c a d e s ,
s h o w c a s i n g
literally thousands
of top billings such
as Tony Bennett,
Ella Fitzgerald,
Mitzi Gaynor

and other legends who performed
on the Cave stage before starring as
Vegas headliners.  

In their heyday, Tap masters, Ernie
Brown, Jimmy Slyde and Cholly Atkins all
dazzled Cave audiences. Eleanor Powell -
making her comeback in her mid 50’s as a
headliner in Vegas – was also among the
stars who regularly journeyed to The Cave
to showcase their work.

VTDS has commissioned Danny, Travis
and Matty to create what they think these
legendary masters shared with Vancouver
audiences, “back in the day.” We have also
encouraged them to add their own flavour
to the mix. 

Terry Brock’s
professional tap life has emulated Eleanor
Powell. Through the generosity of Ms. Powell’s
son, Peter Ford, Terry has been accorded
unprecedented access to Eleanor’s notes, tech
riders, travel trunk, tap shoes, and more from
her Vegas show. Troy McLaughlin will join Ms.
Brock.

Join us in the very intimate 80-seat venue
in the “Hideaway” room at the Waldorf. 
Tickets $35 Cash bar and full menu.
Waldorf Hotel - 1489 E. Hastings Street

WALDORF TICKETS
tix can only be purchased online

www.vantapdance.com or 
call: 604 253 0293 

(no minors and general seating)

Spec i a l  Even t s
ALL 

EVENTS PACKAGE- 

$100 Adult / Senior
Three Performances

ACGI, Trilogy, Waldorf

$53 Youth (ACGI, Trilogy)
(18 & under)
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